
Schools
After the Education Act of 1870 was passed, many schools were built 
with a focus on reading, writing and arithmetic. Boys and girls were 
separated with boys learning woodwork whilst girls were taught about 
housework. They wrote with chalk on slate and schools were very strict. 
They ensured all children wrote with their right hands and both the cane 
and a dunce’s hat were used as punishments.

Rich and Poor
There was a big difference between rich and poor in Victorian times. Rich people 
could afford lots of treats like holidays, fancy clothes, and even telephones when 
they were invented. Poor people – even children – had to work hard in factories, 
mines (until the Mine Act of 1842) or workhouses. They didn’t get paid very much 
money. Rich people didn’t have dangerous jobs like these. In fact, some didn’t even 
have to work!Famous figures: 

Charles Darwin
Wrote ‘The Origin of the Species’ and came up with the theory of evolution. 
Florence Nightingale (1820-1910)
In charge of nursing during the Crimean War, she saved many lives and continued to improve hospitals 
afterwards. She received the Royal Red Cross in 1883.
Dr Barnardo
A missionary who set up homes for poor, homeless children with food, shelter and training.  He rescued 
around 60,000 children
Charles Dickens A famous Victorian author who wrote Oliver Twist, A Christmas Carol and Great 
Expectations




