EYFS Policy

“Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables them to fulfil their
potential. Children develop quickly in the early years and a child’s experiences between birth and age
five have a major impact on their future life chances. A secure, safe and happy childhood is important
in its own right. Good parenting and high quality early learning together provide the foundation
children need to make the most of their abilities and talents as they grow up.”

(Statutory framework for the early years foundation stage Setting the standards for learning,
development and care for children from birth to five) Effective from 1st September 2021

Mission Statement

matter their race, religion ability or need. We try to live like Jesus taught us.

Challenged
We challenge each other - not only with our learning but challenge each other to be more merciful to others, have

a little more understanding of others’ needs and challenge each other to be better people.




Our Intent

This policy aims to ensure:

That children access a broad and
balanced curriculum that gives them
the wide range of knowledge and
skills needed for good progress
through school and life.

Quiality and consistency in teaching
and learning so that every child
makes good progress and no child
gets left behind.

Close partnership working between
practitioners and with parents and
carers.

Every child is included and
supported through equality of
opportunity and anti-discriminatory
practice.

At Holy cross Primary CVA our Catholic
ethos is at the centre of everything we do.
Our curriculum is inspired by Christ and is
underpinned by Luke’s Gospel values, British
values and Catholic Social Teaching

Curriculum

Our Early Years setting follows the Curriculum as outlined in the
2021 Statutory Framework of the Early Years Foundation Stage
(EYFS). The EYFS framework outlines the Characteristics of Effective
Teaching and Learning and the 7 areas of Development (CoETL). The
CoETL are organised into three primary strands and are essential
components towards children becoming self-regulated learners.
These are:
e Playing and exploring - children investigate and experience

things, and ‘have a go’

Active learning - children concentrate and keep on trying if

they encounter difficulties, and enjoy achievements

Creating and thinking critically - children have and develop

their own ideas, make links between ideas, and develop

strategies for doing things.

There are 17 aspect areas (early learning goals) within 7 curriculum
areas of development. These are divided into Prime and Specific
areas of learning.

The 3 Prime areas of learning

1. Communication and Language

2. Physical Development

3. Personal, Social and Emotional Development

Communication and language underpins all areas of learning within
our early years curriculum and continues to be developed within
our provision, teaching, learning and planning methods. The prime
areas are seen as particularly important for igniting curiosity and
enthusiasm for learning, and for building children’s capacity to
learn, form relationships and thrive.

Planned learning supports the progress and development of
listening and speaking, enabling children to process information
into thinking and understanding. Children practise their physical
skills alongside developing social skills, which supports greater
independence and higher levels of confidence

The 4 Specific Areas of learning
4. Literacy

5. Maths

6. Understanding the World

7. Expressive Arts and Design

The 4 specific areas of learning provide a context for development
and reflect cultural knowledge and accumulated understanding.
They are dependent on learning in the Prime areas.

Our continuous provision demonstrates a strong emphasis upon
supporting children’s understanding of the world along with
enabling them to express themselves imaginatively and creatively,
using art and design. New learning and topics are adapted to reflect
the needs of the children and their interests.




Teaching & Learning

Early Years practice demonstrates a balance
between adult lead and child-initiated
activities. Children experience some direct
teaching time and opportunities to thrive
and develop independence in a language rich
environment. Each area of learning and
development is implemented through
planned, purposeful play.

Staff interactions with children during
planned and child-initiated play, provides
rich opportunities for communicating and
modelling language, showing, explaining,
demonstrating, exploring ideas, encouraging,
questioning, recalling, providing a narrative
for what they are doing, facilitating and
setting challenges.

Early Years Foundation Stage -

The 3 prime areas are at the core of early years planning. Staff
carefully plan activities which enable children to link personal
experiences with new learning, providing a wide range of contexts
to revisit, practise, apply, and develop transferable skills and
understanding. Planning and interactions are supported by
progressive sequences of questioning to develop thinking,
understanding and language for reasoning. Children’s personal,
social and emotional wellbeing is nurtured so that happy learners
make good friendships and enjoy coming to school. Children
negotiate their play well and behaviour is very good. Fine and
Gross motor activities are carefully planned to ensure children are
strong, healthy, and developing a readiness to write.

The 4 specific area are planned in thematic way, where children
can progress through the next small steps for learning while
following a topic or over arching theme on which to contextualise
their learning.

Phonics is taught daily from the very first session in school. This
follows the Sounds Write phonics programme where retrieval
practice is used daily, helping children to remember more. The
children actively engage in multisensory sessions where they can
engage in learning using a variety of resources. Reading is a
priority. Children receive phonetically decodable texts which
match the teaching of phonics in the classroom. They take home
texts with repeated high frequency words to support whole word
reading and finally they have a library book to support their love
of stories and non-fiction texts. Writing links to quality texts and
children have daily opportunities to write and develop their
sentence level skills.

In Mathematics the children follow the White Rose planning and
experience a range of whole class teaching, focused tasks and
independent learning opportunities in the learning areas that
extend the learning focus of the day.

The children learn about the world in which they live, focusing
initially on the school and local environment, then developing
their knowledge of the wider world. They find out about the past
though the exploration of interesting resources and artefacts.

The Expressive Art and Design curriculum allows children to be
creative, while having access to a rich variety of art mediums. The
children are inspired by famous artists and their work.

Children experience a broad and balanced curriculum, allowing
them to be ready for future learning across the school.




Assessment and Reporting to Parents
Our ongoing assessments are an integral part of the learning and developmental process. This helps to ensure the
children are making progress towards the Early Learning Goals. We make systematic observations and assessments
of each child's achievements and interests. These observations feed directly into assessment and planning to

Monitoring

The EYFS lead records and tracs data at four milestones
during the year. The Baseline, Advent Term, Lent Term
and finally Pentecost Term.

In the final term of the year in which the child reaches
age five, and no later than 30th June in that term, the
EYFS Profile must be completed for each child. The
Profile provides parents and carers, practitioners, and
teachers with a well-rounded picture of a child’s
knowledge, understanding and abilities, their
attainment against expected levels, and their readiness R for 2021-22
for Year 1.

e To provide a language rich environment -

Practitioners must indicate whether children are Children will be able to use displays and

meeting expected levels of development, or if they are interactive resources to become independent

not yet reaching expected levels (‘emerging’). learners. They will improve their reading and
language skills.

e To ensure there are resources which support a

Ideas for Families to Develop their Child’s
Interest

Educational visits
The Tropical Butterfly House.

Conkers

Hucknall Library

Useful websites to support your child’s development

Topmarks: teaching resources, interactive resources,
worksheets, homework, exam and revision help

Children have free access to a number of online
learning providers so that they can pursue further
learning at home.

-Numbots — helping them to recall number facts.
-Spelling shed — time to revise the sounds covered in
phonics.

-Rising Stars online reading books - another way to
access reading at home.



https://www.topmarks.co.uk/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/

